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1 . (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method of performing electronic 
commerce, said compute! implemented method comprising: 

listing a set of available products to a set of consumers via n Web page of a Web 

set vet for online auction; 
accepting a request for a specific product from a particular consumer via die Web page 
over a network; 

accepting a reserve price for said specific product from said particular consumer, 

said reserve price comprising a price acceptable to said particular consumer; 

distributing said request for said specific produce and said reserve price to a set of 
sellers over the network; 

accepting at roost one oifer from each said seller in said set of sellers each said offer 
comprising an offer price specifying n price at which an associated seller will 
sell said specific product, said accepting occurring for a predetermined time 
period or until an ofier having an offer price less than or equal to said reserve 
price is received; 

if there is only one offer having an offer price less than or equal to the reserve price, 

consummating, without intervention from the consumer, a transaction with said 
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offer havLag an offer price less than or equal to said reserve price if said offer 

having an offer price less than or equal to the reserve price is received; 
if there are multiple offers having an offer price less than or equal to the reserve price, 

presenting to the consumer the multiple offers sorted in u predetermined order 

to allow the consumer to select one offer from the multiple offers; 
consummating a transaction with an offer selected by the consumer if the consumer 

selects from the multiple offers; and 
consummating a transaction with an offer having a lowest price from the multiple 

offers if the consumer does not select from the multiple offers. 

2. (Previously preserved) The computer implemented method as claimed iu claim 1 
wherein listing a set of available products comprising: operating a World Wide Web site with a 
catalog of produces. 

3. (Previously presumed) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 2 
wherein said catalog of products is searchable. 

4. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 2 
wherein said World Wide Web si te comprises a hierarchical directory of products. 



5. (Previously piesented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
where io accepting a request for a specific product from a particular consumer comprises 
receiving an HMTL form, 
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6. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein distributing said request for said specific product to a set of sellers comprises creating 
a web page that specifics said request for said specific product and said reserve price. 

7. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein distributtno aairt request foi said specific product to a set of sellers comprises sending 
m email to at least one seller that specifies said request for said specific product and said 
reserve price. 

8. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein accepting offer prices from sellers comprises receiving an email that specifies an 
offer p^ee for said specific product, 

9. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein accepting offer prices from sellers comprises receiving an HTML form page that 
specifies an offer price for said specific product 

10. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 , said 
computer implemented method further comprising; 

displaying a subset of offers from said sellers to said particular consumer if none of 
said oflfcrs from said sellers are below said reserve price, Uic subset of offers 
being higher than the reserve price. 
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I t ^(Previously Pressed) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 10 
wherein displaying the sublet of offers comprises sending an email message specifying the 
subset of offers to said particular cun.su me r. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 0 
wherein displaying the subset of offers comprises generating a web page specifying the subset 
of offers. 



13, (Previously presented) The computer implemented metliod as claimed in claim 10, said 

computer implemented method further comprising: 

receiving a designation of one of said offer prices from said particular consumer: and 
consummating a transaction between said particular consumer and a seller that offered 
said designated offer price. 



14. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 3 
wherein identification information associated with said particular consumer is provided to 
said seller that offered said designated offer price only idler said particular consumer has 
designated said seller. 



15. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 3 
wherein identification information associated with said seller thai offered said desigaated 
ofTer price is provided to said particular consumer only after said particular consumer has 
designated said seller. 
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16. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claim&d in claim 1 , said 
computer implemented method further comprising: 

accepting a transaction fee after consummating said Eran&actinn. 

17, (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 ► said 
compuicr implemented method further comprising; 

accepting a consumer registration prior to accepting the request for the $peciHc 

product from the particular consumer, said consumer registration comprising 
information from a consumer required to consummate a transaction between 
Said consumer and a seller. 

1 ft, (Previously Presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein consummating a transaction if at least one of said offers contains an offer price less 
than or equal to said reserve price com prising comummating an offer containing said offer 
price which is the least among the said aKcsptcd offers from each said seller. 

19. (Previously presented) The computer implemented method as claimed in claim 1 
wherein eomtmuiaatmg a transaction if at least one of said offers contains ait offer price le&s 
than or equal to said reserve price comprising consuimnatag m offer received earlier in time 
if there arc two equal lowest offers, 
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1 20. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method of 

2 performing electronic commerce, said computer implemented method comprising: 

3 listing a set of available products to a set of consumers; 

4 accepting a request for a specific product from a particular consumer; 

5 accepting a reserve price for said specific product from said particular consumer, 

6 said reserve price comprising a price acceptable to said particular consumer; 

7 distributing said request for said specific product and said reserve price to a set of 

8 sellers; 

9 accepting one offer from each said seller in said set of sellers until said particular 

0 consumer accepts one of said offers or a first predetermined time limit empires, 

1 each said offer comprising an offer price specifying a price at which an 

2 associated seller sell will sell said specific product; &ftd 

3 immediately consunrroauna a transaction between said particula r consumer and a 

4 [>Mjj£M^ consumer accepts an offer from said 

5 particular seller; and 

6 consummating a transaction after said prcdeicrmined time limit expires if at4easi 

7 only one of said offers contains an offer price less than or equal to said reserve 

8 price- 
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2 1 . (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 



claimed in claim 20, said computer implemented method further comprising: 

displaying a set of offer prices from said sellers to said particular consumer after 

said first predetermined time limit has expired if no offer price is at or below 

said reserve acceptable price; 
allowing said particular consumer to select one cm of said offers. 



further comprising; 

immediately consummating a transaction between said particular consumer and a 
particular seller if said particular consumer accepts art offer from said 
particular seller. 

23. (Currently amended) The comp uter impl emen ted, method as 
claimed in claim 20 wherein listing a set of available products comprising operating a 
World Wide Web site with a catalog of products. 



22. (Cancelled) 



The method as claimed in claim 20, said method 



24, (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 
claimed in claim 23 wherein said catalog of products is searchable. 
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1 25. (Currently amended) The computecimpjemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 23 wherein said World Wide Web site comprises a hierarchical directory 

3 ofproducts. 

1 26. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20 wherein accepting a request for a specific product from a particular 

3 consumer comprises receiving an HMTL form. 

1 21. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20 wherein distributing said request for said specific product to a set of 

3 sellers comprises creating a web page that specifies said request for said specific product 

4 and said reserve price. 

1 28- (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20 wherein distributing said request for said specific product to a set of 

3 sellers comprises sending an email to at least one seller thai specifies said request for said 

4 specific product and said reserve price. 
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1 29. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2* claimed in claim 20 wherein accepting an offer price from a seller comprises receiving an 

3 email that specifies an offer price for said specific product. 



1 30. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20 wherein accepting an offer price from a seller comprises receiving an 

3 H TML form page that specifies an offer price for said specific product. 



1 3 h (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20, said computer implemented method further comprising: 

3 immediately consummating a transaction after said first predetermined lime 

4 period has expired and only one offer has been received and said only one 

5 offer contains an offer price below said reserve price. 



1 32. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as 

2 claimed in claim 20, said computer implemented method further comprising; 

3 receiving at least one offer with an offer price less than the reserve price and at 

4 least one other offer from sellers and therefore performing the substsps of 

5 displaying a set of offer prices from said sellers to said particular 

6 consumer after said first predetermined time limit has expired if no 

7 offer price is at or below said reser ve aeeeptaWa price; 
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allowing, for a second predetermined time limit, said particular consume 

to select one of said o ffers; 
consummating a transaction between said particular consumer and a 

selec ted if said particular consumer selects one of said offers during 

said second predetermine^! time limit; and 
consummating a transaction between said particular consumer and a sell 

that offered a lowes* offer price if said particular consumer does not 

select one of said offers during second predetermined time limit 

33. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 20, said 
method .further comprising: 

accepting a transaction fee fee4 after consummating said a transaction- 
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34. enviously Presented) The compute* implemented method of claim 10. further 
comprising: 

allowing* for a second predetermined time period, the particular consumer to select 

one of the subset of offers; 
consummating a transaction between the particular consumer utxd a seller of the 

selected offer from the subset of otters during the second predetermined time 

period, if the particular consumer selects from the subset of offers; and 
consummating a transaction between the particular consumer and a seller offering a 

lowest offer price if the particular consumer docs not select from the subset of 

offers within the second predetermined time period. 



35. (Previously Presented) A machirtc-teadahle medium having executable code to cause a 
machine to perform a method for online auction, the method comprising: 

listing a set of available products to a set of consumers via a Web page of a Web 

server for online auction; 
accepting a request for a specific product from a particular consumer via the Web page 
over a network; 

accepting a reserve price for said specific product from said particular consumer, 

said reserve price comprising a price acceptable to said particular consumer; 

distributing said request for said specific product and said reserve price to a set of 
sellers over the network; 

accepting at most one offer from each said seller in said s^t of sellers, each said offer 
comprising an offer price specifying a price at which an associated seller will 
sell said specific product, said accepting occurring for a predetermined time 
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34. (Previously Prcscnred) The computet implemented method of claim 10, further 
comprising: 

allowing, for a second predetermined time period, the particular consumer to select 

one of rhc subset of offers; 
consummating a transaction between the particular consumer ui*d a seller of the 

selected offer from the subset of offers during the second pr^etetmined time 

period, if the particular consumer selects from the subsei of offers; and 
consummating a transaction between the particular consumer and n seller offering a 

lowest offer price if the particular consumer docs noi select from the subset of 

offers within the second predetermined time period. 



35- (Previously Presented) A machine-readable medium having executable code to cause a 
machine to perform a method for online auction, the method comprising: 

listing a set of available products to a set of consumers vis a Web page of a Web 

server for online auction; 
accepting a request for a specific product from a particular consumer via the Web page 
over a network; 

accepting a reserve price for said specific product from said particular consumer. 

said reserve price comprising a price acceptable to said particular consumer; 
distributing said request for said specific product and said reserve price to a set of 

sellers over the network; 
accepting at most one offer from each said seller in said pet of sellers, each said offer 

comprising an offer price specifying 8 price ar which on associated seller will 

sell said specific product, said accepting occurring for a predetermined time 
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period or until an offer having an offer price k$s than or equal to said reserve 
price is received; 

if there is only one offer having an offer price less than or equal to the reserve price, 

consummating, without intervention rjrotn the consumer^ a transaction with said 
offer having an offer price less than or equal to said reserve price if vmd offer 
having offer price Ie$$ than or equal to the reserve price is received; 

if there are multiple offers having an offer price Ies$ than or equal to the reserve price, 
presenting to the consumer the multiple offers sorted in a predetennined order 
to allow the consumer to select one offer from the multiple offers; 

consummating a transaction with m offer selected by the eoasumex if the consumer 
selects from the multiple offers; and 

consiimrri&riiig a. transaction with an offer having a lowest price from the multiple 
offers if the crjr^umer docs not select from the multipLe offers. 

36. (Previously Presented) A data processing system, comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory coupled to the processor for storing instructions, when executed from the 
memory* £&u$e the processor to 

list a set of available products to a set of consumers via a Web page of a Web 

Server for online auction* 
accept a request for a specific product from a particular consumer via the Web 

page over a network, 
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accept a reserve price for said specific product from said particular consumer, 
said reserve price comprising a price acceptable to said particular 
consumer, 

distribute said request for said specific product and said reserve price to a set of 
sellers over the oetwot k„ 

accept at most one offer from each said seller in said set of sellers, each said 

offer comprising an offer price specifying a price at which an associated 
seller will sell said specific product, said accepting occurring for a 
predetermined time period or until an oflcx hav ing an offer price less 
than or equal to &aid reserve price is received, 

if there is only one offer fiavmg an offer price less than or equal to the reserve 
price, consummate, without intervention from the consumer, a 
transaction with said offer having an offer price less than or equal to 
said reserve price if said offer having an offer price less than or equal to 
the reserve price is received, 

if there are multiple offers having an offer price less than or equal to the 

reserve priee, present to the consumer the multiple offers sorted in a 
predetermined order to allow the consirmer to select one offer from the 
multiple offers, 

coninimmate a transaction with an offer selected by the consumer if the 

consumer Selects from the multiple offers* and 
con sum mate a transaction with an offer having a lowest price fiom the multiple 

offers if the consumer docs not select from the multiple offers. 
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